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From Soul I j Carolina.

I'ou mria, S. (J., April 7, 1874:
7* y'>( Klil r'j'f thr A7f ICalionnt Era:

Many eyes are turned to South Carolina.
Many hearts arc stirred by the mention o

her name. Some people arc anxious to sec

her sink deep in degradation, while other?
are c orrectly hoping that she may yet wcalhci
the storm and ride safe into (lie haven ol

prosperity.
These things arc natural. There are 111011113

men who lielievc in the inferiority of races,
who hold tliat both the Caucasian and the
Mongolian are superior to the African. Sueli
men attempt to ground tlicir theory ui»oii
ethnological, philological and scientific researches.Is it to he wondered at, then
that so many men have already declared
Republican government, in South Carolina ti
be a failure V No, is the answer which comes

r,.1,i;n 0...1 ,...1..:..

every hours! liearl.
Many «congs have been done in (hisSlate

ovcrv one admits; hut we deny that lliey are
such as to warrant the assertion."negrt
rule i- a failure in South Carolina." The
imphilo-ophieal statement has l»ecome a by
word, an every-dayexpression. The Aliicai
citizen has made mistakes, it is true ; bill
not mill In i a negro. History.especially
the revolutionary portion of it.is full o
grave errors which parties, nay, nations
made, particularly in suddenly passing fron
one condition e»f things in another. What
mi-lake-; that beggar enumeration have the
French and Spanish made in their history'
To-day men tain with horror from the terrors
of the involution, and refer with shame l<
the cruelties of the Inquisition.
South Carolina, like "the petulant speech

the careless tongue, has caused more injury
done more wrong" to the I'nion than any
other State since the dissolution of the Con
federation. Her children have always beet
hot-headed, hasty, imprudent. Of course 1
mean her Caucasian children. They arc, to
day, t what they used to be. They art
as illogical and as unfair to their political
opinions as lliuil miliars \\ IK. llCIICil "1 Mi

Hickory," as they themselves wore whci
tlicy lluunU-d llie ilaj» of secession in tlio fact
of Lincoln. Not oniy arc tlicy still like inconsiderateyouths, lull they also haled tin
I'uiou ami the party of progress fully at

' miK'h a«, if not more than, their father:
di.l.
This stall-incut has been proven by theii

course ever since the end of "the late unpleasantness."When the negro wantoil ti
use their knowledge of government, they- cmphatieallyrefused to have anything to tin
with the "Itadieal Vnroiistitutlonnlity" pub(
liely prophesying that it would go "where

t the woodbine twinelh" in less than six
months. Can the reader conceive of anythinginorc inconsiderate? Had they followed"Hie let alone policy," which was
conceived in folly and obstinacy, they wouh
have lieen wise even in their foolishness
hut they did all in their power to cripple the
infant government hy depreciating in Ihr
most shameful manner the bonds which tin
authorities were at lirst compelled to issue.
They were unable, as a rule, to raise Jifh
rents on a dollar. This peculiar opjiositior
of the Southern whites was the cause of tlx
large i> no of State bonds ; it paved the way
for the many dishonest tinancial schemes
which have proved so injurious to the f.iii
lame and good name of the State.
Mad they stopped here they would have

discovered, even then, a spirit of prudence
hut, no; the Fates had otherwise decreed,
U|kui whose arm did the enticing form o

Corruption lean as she stalked into the Legislatureof South Carolina"? I'fou the am
of a nuticf Catn-asiau.
The white men in this State have ncvei

given the negro reason to believe thai hi:
rights would ever he respected in their keep
ing. Nay, iu politics they have pursued bin
with a malignant hatred. Under l'resideir
Johnson, ISO."., they gave him the Iliad
Coir.an infamous document, disgracing no

only this Slate, hut also American civili/.a
tion. Win rever they have a majority ii
South Carolina, the negro is only a Tilth
better than "a thing." lie has, with aslon
ishment, watched their course in (.'corgia
lie has marked their ctlbii in Virginia to take
from Republican l'etershmg a Kepublicai
charter, and make of her a Democratic city
with a Democratic cliartcr. These thing:
till the negro with alarm, and make him fee
that "equality before the law" must he "tin
price of ceaseless vigilance."
We shall not attempt to review what ha

recently- been said hy the press of the coun

try against "negro rule in South Carolina.'
Wc have read ill your columns replies llicrch
that have honored your heart and head.
Your readers have also sent a reply to tin
tax-payer's memorial. The reply stand
high anmng our State papers. It is an abl
document.remarkable for its clearness o

statement, its perspicuous style, its fmaueia
correctness, and its incontrovertible logic
it is a pride and a pleasure to know that thi
reply was wholly the work of a negro.ou
State treasurer.Hon. F. L. Cardoxo, wlios
ollicial course has won golden opiuious cvei
from the opposition press. No holiest mai
can have a word to say in condemnation <

the present management of our money mat
ters. Some, who sigh for "the lle.-Ji-potV
of the previous administration, pour out llici
complaints ; but they arc very feeble ; the
come forth .still-bom.
The Lax-payer's delegation received a

unexpectedly pleasaul (?) reception from th
1'resideut. llis irritation was well founder:
No gentleman could hear in silence wha
several members of the convention said aboti

It-rant and llutlcr. The Kcpuhlicati edile
who rc|K>rtcil the speeches made in that pat
riotic (?) body, was thanked by some of th
very men who attacked (irant ollicially an

licrsonally, for the correctness with whic
their remarks were rcjiortcd. Ever since th
adjonrnment of the convention the Charles
ton Ckroniric has had at its head a paragrap
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taken from one of the speeches in which
1 hitler is belabored as a thief, and the whole
Congress as unworthy of the notice of honest
men. 1 would not, in this connection, repeat
some ol the things that were raid about the

<" President, for they go beyond the pale of
decency and good breeding; they confine
themselves not to his public character, but
enter into lhc sanctum of his private life,
touching even the sacred family altar.
Would that the country could plainly see

the cloven foot under the garments of those
hypocritical pretenders, llow the Demofcrats, now throwing themselves at the feel

> of Congress, will succeed in their effort to
» get the olliccs again, is yet to he seen. My
r impression, however, is, that they will have
f to return to their homes, and muse by "the

shores of the far resounding sea." They
r want the United Stales removed from the
i

Slate. Why? To institute again a system
of violence and murder. But, let them come

, on. There will he two to play at that game
this time.
The colored people of South Carolina have

made mistakes just as the French and Span|isli have done. In the races ofmen they arc
, 110 exceptions. But, like other men, they
i are profiting by the past. TJic last Lcgisla,lure diil many things which indicate that the

spirit of reform is in their midst. The State
> debt c an only he increased by a two-thirds
. vote of the jicoplc. Specific lax levies arc
, made. The number of legislative attaches
, is fixed by law. The amount of money to
. he expended in public printing has also been

limited. The complaints against the party
L arc not so much on account of what it is

Join;/, but on account of what it has done.
[ The colored people arc thoroughly awake to

a sense of their responsibility. By the incr,ciful help of (Jo.l, and the patient forbearance
L of friends, hey ill make of South Carolina,
, not a negro colony, hut a Stale in which the

African will be able to attain "the highest
. development of all his powers"'.a Stale that
, will be to him what Missouri is to the tier-
man.
The doors of the .State University are now

practically open to the people. Ever since
the ticw regime, there have been in the inslitu.lion yearly a few negro-hating, Union,despising students. In October, 1S73, a colIored student ap]died for admission into the
Medical Department. This, of course, trou.hied tiie waters. lie was admitted after
unite a struggle by a majority of 01113- onc

1 vote. Every medical professor voted against
, the applicant, hut, after learning the result,
. expressed a willingness to abide by the issue.

Not so with the outside world. Southern
, society llourished the whip in the face rf the
, native professors; and some, fearing pro*

scriplioii 11101c than anything else, like the
most cringing slave, kissed the rod that was
lifted to strike them. Onc Dr. I.ahordc, who
had been connected with the :'istitution for

, more than a quarter of a ccnlc-y, forced
from her classic walls by two unfeeling daugli,Ins, we (it like a child as lie, at the command.
of t\\?r srriy women, moved by a foolish prejudice,left the place where, with McDullic,
and Preston, and Lagarc, and l'inckney, lie
had lived and labored. The blow was too
great for the old man; gates seemed to close

, upon bis soul as lie moved away from bis
Alum Miller. Soon after this touching inci;dent, lie was gathered home to bis fathers.
Time will not permit lis to describe the

University. It is siillicicnt to say that it
. occupies the most beautiful spot in the

"tjucen City of the South." Its grounds,
1 three squares by two, arc covered with vcr,dan I trees and lawns, reminding one of the

groves in which the ancient philosophers are

said (o have studied and taugiit.
i Among the professors there arc four

Southern men.Lynch, of Medicine, brother
to the well-known Episcopal Dishop; Mcl.ton, of Law, whom even the Democrats con.ceded to be "the best man in the Stale for
(lie position Roberts, of History, and YamCjull, of Modern Languages.
Roth races are represented in the Univcr,

sily classes. In the Professional and CollegePeparlments more than one-half of the
r students are white. Within the past week
5 twelve new students applied for admission
. into the College Department..scientific
i course. More than one-third of llieni were

I white. Ten were admitted.two failing to
; pass the required examination, which was

I very thorough, lasting about eight hours.
This institution is calculated to do much

i good for .South Carolina and for the negro
; race. If the time ever comes when the

descendants of the Rutlcgcs and the Marions
. shall believe in the universal fatherhood ol
; («od and the unlimited brotherhood of man,
i the t'nivcrsily of South Carolina will have a

t dwelling place in the breast of every Africos
American.

1 Yours, truly, "Mao."
b .

From Ola in.

sCincinnati, April 11, 1S7I.
- To the Kililor of the .V, ,n Xattonal Era :

' A short while ago the newspapers were
' teeming with the venality of Southern Legislatures,presumably controlled by colored
c men, and every little while I find article!
s discussiug what arc contemptuously slylei
l1 lita ,4cqnv.f.hnnr flrnvfirnniAflLs." TllC mis-
f sionary has at last been induced to look ahoui
1 him and discovers that "the heathen arc al

his own doors." New York, with lici
s "J5ossWashington, with her "I'oss;'
r Philadelphia, with her "Iloss and alas
c that I must record it, Cincinnati with s(

a many first-class public thieves, it is inipossi
a hie to say who is "J'oss."
*' One of the peculiarities of this place is it:

pride of excelling in all she undertakes. W<
sustained a rink so long as it was the grand

r est; we kept up a race course so long as i
y was the best trotting park; we patronize<

base ball so long as the Red Stockings were
" victorious; and we will have an Expositioi
c each year until some other city rivals ours'no longer. So with our public plunderers
lt They have bafllcd the skill of the most ex

't pert investigating committees as to who
ir how, when, where, or what amount of steal
* ing has been done. True, we have killed of
c a promising Presidential candidate ; true, wi

'1 have slain a distinguished mayor, in pros
pectivc ; true, we have placed a number o

c eminent citizens under the ban of suspicion
'* but it is equally true the only scapegoat ye
'* found is an unfortunate fellow who died jus

I
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before lie was called for. We have discoveredbribes ranging from $10,000 to $I00,0(>0
paid by corporations for securing the passage
of favorable ordinances, but the placing of it
"where it would do the most good" was so
adroitly managed that thus far it is impossibleto say In whose hands it lodged. (In
one ease it is charged that a railroad companywas rcloascd from the pa) incut of
$300,000 for a bribe of $30,000.) Ifthat dead
man could only tell a talc through the means
of a memorandum book!
There has been such a cry of wolf! wolf!!

wolf!!! by the papers, nobody believed it
could be possible. However, investigation
only exemplifies tnc excellence of Cincinnati
in the peculiar manipulations of her public
thieves.

DR. J. M'C. SIMPSON,
of Zancsville, sent me the prospectus of his
little boojv of poems entitled "The EmancipationCar," fi-st published in 1854. The
new issue will contain a biographical sketch
of the author and such songs and poems as
he has written since.

I am happy to commend this book to any
one interested in colored literature. If we i
have a poet in the country, Mack is lie. c
Some time ago in discussing this, subject, a r
friend informed me that long before tbc war {
his songs were sung throughout the length ,
and breadth of the land. ITc had himself i
heard, with surprise, slaves 011 the far South- <
crn plantations singing Mack's songs, totally j
ignorant, of course, to whom they were in- |
debted for the felicitous expression of their 1
ideas. Ilis adaptations during the war were (
seized upon with passionate fervor, and there I
was seldom a public meeting of colored men I
in which some one of them was not used, s

Everybody lias joined the choius of his t
"John llrowiiand if the possession of c

poetic talent is exemplified by the power to s

arouse the passions to work upon the feelingsof the multitude, Simpson bears oil'the 1
palm. The book will be ready for sale on J
the 15th of May. Price, in paper, ill cents; J
cloth, 50 cents.
Speaking of books, reminds me that \

WI I.I.IAM STILL, ESQ., t
of Philadelphia has found it necessary to ex- ^
plain, in an address at Concert Ilall, since 1

issued in pamphlet, the reason why lie chose
to vote for Col. A. K. McClr-c, for Mayor
of that city. Has it, indeed, come to this,
that such a man as William Still must explainpublicly why lie prefers to vote for the ,

best candidate? Ho the Kepublican leaders
of Philadelphia also claim to own the colored
voter? Arc they the party? Or, are white
men only permitted the privilege of selecting
the best men for the interest of the citizen
and State to put inollicc? If colored men

^arc not to use discrimination at elections, it
^would have been far better for the (JovcrnmcnInever to have passed the 15th amend- A

mcnl to the Constitution. So long as the
licpublican party is the best and no longer.
I trust will colored voters sustain it. It will (

not be a great while before there will be a '

general independence in the other States be- '

sides Ohio, if the party leaders continue
their policy of denouncing every colored man ,

who dares to question the judiciousness
of local measure or the ability of local 1

candidates. Every man who wears the lie- 1
publican badge is not necessarily permeated
with the principles of the parly he professes. (

Jeremy Ecnlham says, in "The Hook of t

Fallacies " : " There arc certain men in of- s
lice who, in discharge of their functions, arro- j
gate to themselves a degree of probity which
is to exclude all imputations and all inquiry. (
Their assertions arc to be deemed equivalent I
to proof; the1'- virtues are guarantee for the <

faithful discharge of their duties ; and the (
most implicit confidence is reposed :u them j
on all occasions. If you expose any abuse,
propose an3- reform, call for securities, in-
quire, or measure to promote publicity, they
set up a cry of surprise, amounting almost to
indignation, as if their intcgrit}' were qucs-
tioncd or their honor wounded. With all
this, they dcxlrously mix up intimations, that
the most exalted patriotism, honor, and per-
haps religion arc the only sor-ccs of all the"actions."
Mr. Still has answered the question well;

and I am glad to welcome him into the growingfold of the Chillicothc slcphcrd.
The right of colored children to go to the

nuLlio fcf»l»nnls nf Tmlinno orwl Hia nnneiiiu.

linnalily of certain sections of the scliool
law of tlmt Stale in townships where* no
separate school is provided for them, was

settled last Monday at Indianapolis, bj- the
. decision of the Supreme Court in the ease of

CARRY IJATr.lt, ESQ.,
of Lawrence Township, who made applica,lion for a mandate to compel the admission
ofhis children to the white school. The decisionwas rendered by Judge Perkins, and
met the unanimous coneuircncc of the other
members of the bench. It reads as follows:
" Ureal ability and research have eharaeix.cdthe arguments upon the motion. I shall

not follow the counsel over the wide Held they
traversed in argument. I shall limit myself
to the statement of a few propositions, which
seem to me to support the conclusions to

! which I have arrived. The ultimate question
' in the ease to be decided is this: Have col

ored children, residing in the various districts
L in ilm <1iiVnrnnf. fnu'iiftliina in ilin in

t which no separate schools have been organrized for colored children, a right to attend
' the school organized in such townships,
! in common with white children? On the
> 28tli of July 18CC, the Fifteenth Amendment

became a part of the Constitution of the
United States. That amendment ordered
that all persons bom or naturalized in the

j United States, and subject to the laws and
- penalties thereof, are citizens of the United
t Slates and of the Stale wherein they reside.
1 Article VIII, Section 1, of the Constitution
; of the State of Indiana says: ' Knowledge
i and learning generally diffused throughout

the community being essential to the prescr.valion of free government, it shall be the
- duty of the General Assembly to encourage
, by all suitable means tho moral, intellectual,

scientific and agricultural improvement, and
f to provide by laws for a general and uniform
e system of common schools, wherein tuition

shall be without charge and equally open to
f all.' This expression, 'equally open to all,'
; includes at least nil citizens; and the system
t ofcommon schools is composed of the various
t District Schools of the Slate. At the date

'H

if
«

(
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if the taking clfcctof the Fourteenth Amendncntto tlie Constitution of the United States
,hc State of Indiana had in operation a sys,emofcommon schools,wherein tuition was
rcc to white childcn under twenty-one years
>f ago, being citizens of the State, and on

he taking elfoct of that amendment the scv-
;ml scliools composing that system, by vir.ucof the section above <pioted from our
State Constitution, became open and free
,o colored children, also being under twentymoyears of age. As that amendment
llaccd them In the class of citizens, they had
,he right to enter and attend these schools
in til reasonably convenient separate schools,
substantially equal in educational advantages,were provided for them by the State ;
md whenever "i any township such schools
ire not provided, cojorcd children, being
itizens and under twenty-one years of age,
'till retain the right conferred by our Constiutionupon, citizens'children to attend the
:ommon schools equally with the while cliillrenin such localities^
The colored nrnistfrs and elders of the
V 11,-u I. J', It J 4AIM* IliKSCllCiK! llltJil ll

n Kentucky propose fo. mint; :i Colored Gen-
srnl Assembly of the Cumberland l'resbylcianChurch in the United Slates. The leadrsof the movement claim that there is a

Iceply felt need of a more thorough bond of
mion among them, ai\d that a separate and
lislinct organization composed of colored
icoplc would be promotive of greater pros

crityin the future. The advocates of the
ncasurc po;nt with pride to the A. M. E.
,'hurch, and propose to go and do likewise,
am sorry.sorry that even hi religious mat- (

crs there can be found reasons for the lieces- 1
ity of the existence of separate organiza- '

ions. However, 1 trust they may be sue- J
esful, and as an or:/aMsation deserve there- ,

pcct to which the former body is entitled.
The annual conference of liishop i). A.

'aync's diocese of the African Methodist
episcopal Church will he held at Portsmouth, '

day Htli.
I had intended saying something of the (

Vomau's Whisky Wat in this State, but as
f

his letter is already a lengthy one, 1 will '

onsidcrately spare your readers any further 1

nlliction at this time from
DEI'I'OII.

From itlississi|i|)i.
« Hon. J. I>. Shniltl.*'

To the Elitor ofthe Xw AW oho I Era:

The lineage of the Hon. .J. I). Sliadd,
Speaker of the House of Iteprcscutativcs of
lie Stale of Mississippi, is a respectable and
lislinguishcd one. Abraham Sliadd, Esq.,
lis father, was Jiorn at Wilmington, State of
Delaware, about the year of IS. ; is well and
uvorably known, and much respected by all
vlio know liini or who have had anything to
lo with him.
He, as an early pioneer in the anfi-slavcry

ausc, rendered vaJiUiL'.i service to the "

miv/i'I41... « >«

iuc of escape to so many fugitive slaves.
He furnished much valuable information,

vliich greatly enhanced the usefulness of the
' under-ground railroad," and the anli slaveryjournals spoke in the highest terms of
waisc and commendation of his sci vices.
In short, Mr. Shadd was foremost in all

'onvcntional and other movements, among
olorcd men, that had for Ihc'r object the
tdvanccment of the cause of human emancipation.
There is a large and inlluential family of

.lie Sliadds. Although Mr. Shadd, the father

.he subject of this sketch, had a large family
>f children, yet all of them have been well
iduealed, and most if not all the daughters
ire, or have been, engaged in teaching in the
litl'ercnt Slates. There were thirteen chillrcnin all; five hoys.Hon. ,1. I)., Joseph
bee, Wm. Gairison, Abraham IV., and GerritSmith; and eight girls.Mary A., ElizabethW., Harriet, Emclinc, Amelia, Sarah,
Ada, and Eunice.
Mr. Shadd moved to Canada, some years

ago, with his family, where lie made a great
and good impression by his untiring ell'orts
in aiding, pecuniarly and otherwise, those of
his fellow-men escaping from slavery in the
United Stales.
A perusal of the history and workings of

the anti-slavery and anti-colonization movements,and the under-ground railroad work,
would bring many things to light in the life
and character of A. D. Shadd, Esq., that
should make his posterity rise up and call
h'm blessed.
Mr. Shadd was one of the first colored men

ever elected to an honorable and trustworthy
position in Canada, under her Majesty's government,which caused considerable comment
by the press, both in the Stales and in Canada.The New York llerahl especially was
very much alarmed at the precedent. It
would take too much space to sjicak of the
relative merits of all the children of this distinguishedfamily (all of whom rcllcct much
credit on their parents,) but may mention
A. W. Shadd, Esq., a graduate of Howard
University Law School, and now a susccssful
practitioner at the bar of the Supreme Court
of the State of M'ssissippi.
Mis. Mary Shadd Cary is too well known

to require even a passing notice here.
Hon. J. D. Shadd, Speaker of the Missis-!

sippi House of Representatives, was born at
Wilm'ngton, Delaware, in the year 1837. He
was reared in Pennsylvania, in the town of
West Chester. He moved to Canada about
the year 1834, and was for several years associateeditor and publisher of the Provincial
Freeman, and subsequently engaged in mercantilepursuits. In 18C2 lie visited California,and returned overland, and spent three
years on the frontier in Oregon, Nebraska,
Colorado, Arizona, Utah, Idaho, and WashingtonTerritories; his travels were extensive
among the mines of the territories.
The information gained by him is valuable.

The stories of his experience and adventures
out in the Northwest, arc very interesting as

well as instructive, and would, if published,
be a source of information to those who cannotbe eye-witnesses of life on the frontier.
Mr. Shadd returned to Canada in 18G5.
He camo to Mississippi in 1870, and was

employed as book-keeper by 11. T. Montgomery& Son, at " Davis Hendwas the
first representative from Jell'. Davis's old district,after reconstruction, being elected to
the legislature in 1871, from the old planta-

fAL J
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lion of the Confederate Chief. In 1871 wa
chairman of the House Committee on Coun
ties and County Jtouiidarics. Mr. S. provci
himself an earnest and active worker, seek
ing at all times to do that which was consid
crcd for the best interest of the parties to b<
affected by the action of the legislature upoi
hills referred to his committee.
As a member of the Committee on Judi

ciary and Education, he took great in teres
in all matters before these committees, am
did much toward perfecting the Genera
School Law, which was passed in 1873. Tin
election of Mr. Shadd to the Speakership (a
Lhc successor of Hon. John It. Lynch) wa
more a surprise to himself, than to his mos
intimate friends, the honor com'ng unsought
and, therefore, was the more honorable am

complimentary. I think that I can safel;
predict a career in the Speaker's chair, fo
Mr. Shadd, which will compare well will
those of both the honorable gentlemen win
were his predecessors in office.Messrs. War
rcn and Lynch.
Speaker Shadd is calm and collected, bu

firm in his decisions; gentlemanly and for
bearing in his treatment of all members ; lib
success, as a presiding olliccr, has surpasset
the most sanguine expectations of his friends
ind all are forced to confess that lie is strict
Iv just and impartial toward all members
n iiniMii ivgiim ui |>;u i > prcicrmi ill.

The Jackson I'Hot, of February 11th, com
ncnling on the matter of his rulings, speaks
>f him as follows :

"Some of the decisions of Speaker Shadd
n Wednesday, (tending the action of the
House on the Franklin county contestei
deetion ease, whic h were rendered so prompt
y and so correctly, prove to every mcmbei
>f that body tbal he has made himself thor
tughly conversant with parliamentary usages
mil arc an evidence that the members, it
moving their points of order, will have to pu
tlieni u()on good grounds, if they wish ti
lave them sustained."
Mr. Shadd is, as we predicted he woulc

je, an excellent jircsiding otliccr.
lie keeps strict order and compels everj

me to obey the rules. IIehas.no favorites
.hows no partiality, and has won the coufi
lence and rcsjiect of all who have the (dcas
ire of his acquaintance.
Mr. Shadd has made for himself a reputa

.ion which is most likely to carry with l

lational honors.

Fro Al:tl>:iiu:i.

IIi ntsvii.i.h, Ala., Ap'l 11,1S7I.
T. II,, / /./.r .V, io Xiti-anl lift:

1)i:ai: : l'lcasc excuse the liberty which I
m humble stranger, unknown to fame, am
unaccustomed to this kind of business, nov

take in addressing you. To be candid,"
write against my will. Jiut it is my onl,
iilteinative. For one long year a restless
craving, never-ceasing anxiety to be a write
to your paper has had possession of mc
Time after time 1 tried to satisfy this exact
iug desire by attempting to compose abl
essays to send to the Kka, and just so man;
times have my efforts proved humilialiu:
failures. After so many futile ellbrts, seem
it strange to you that I should, to-night, si
down to trace the history of my experience.

I date all of my trouble back to the uu

iimeiy remark 01 an indiscreet menu. " ii
were you," said lie, " I would write to tli
Xkw Nationa i. Era." Grand conception
Pregnant with visions of renown! My mini
seizctl it. From that moment it was the sui
of my life. It rose in splendor. I was a

once a successful writer, and in ihc world o

letters sat side by side with Poor Uicharel
Peter Parley, Artemus Ward, and the lios
of distinguished writers, dead and living. Tli
world stood waiting with eager expcctanc
for the jewels that fell from my pen. Tlier
was nothing now wanting to complete ni,
greatness but a more novel and graceful till
than the one by which common mortal
called me. In the absence of any to suit m
I coined one. I will not write what it was
suffice it to say that, w ilh my subsequent ex

pcricncc, I would as soon name my first bor
Hard Times.I've seen several chubby littl
fellows with that hungry name.as to sign
to this letter. Thus did fancy, scorning t
climb the steps to success.labor, patience
perseverance, and hope.soar above then
and light unwearied into the hallowed lam
This was the morning of my experience
Long ere the hour of midday, however, tli
clouds of despair and impatience rose and ol
scurcd the heaven of mv faucv. and soon tli
rain of doubt descended to dampen the ard<
of my spirits. With the material pen, iul
and paper before mc my thoughts bccan
unmanageable and (lew oil" in every dircclioi
Gems of thought, worthy of l'lato, with a

my persuasion, would not consent to go o

paper. Witticisms that Mark Twain won
have envied, and political deductions that
can't help thinking) would have been of bei
clit to our law-makers at Washington, a

scampered oil'. Sometimes 1 would sit fi
hours, chewing the end of my pcn-holde
trying in vain to tame my frightened thought
Not having written anything hut the dat
and, perhaps a few lines, 1 would comiu
that to the flames. Nobody must know n

vanity.
So begun and ended all of my ell'orts sa1

the one I made yesterday. As fate wou

have it, the Disposer of events had gene
ously scattered here and there, during ll
interval of a month, a few of his much-a
mired rubies.of which, let me say, lie
very sparing in these parts.aud I had som

thing to write about. I soon wrote you
descriptive letter, which I carried to tl
post office and mailed. The sound it ma
when it fell into the letter-box aroused i

to a consciousness of what I had done,
turned and walked sorrowfully away. It w
ntvu I'tiimi- UIIII ii 11U.IL ill n i uuiii inui

about to take a perilous sea voyage. T
unwelcomed thoughts that rushed throu;
my brains about that poor letter and
poorer author were torturing. Misspell
words, ungrammatical sentences, bad sty]
worse taste, all were remembered. Suppo
you should ridicule it in your paper ? T
idea was enough. I retraced my steps to t
oflicc. 44 Mr. Postmaster," said I, with
little degree of humbleness, 44 Mr. l'oslm
tor, will you please bo so kind as to let i

have (only one minute) the letter I mail
just now to the New National Eiw
With some hesitancy he got it and hand
it to me. I took it. A great burden w

lifted from my shoulders. I have that let

ERA
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s yet and intend to keep it (safe from the let-
- tor-box) to reail to my grandchildren. In the
il course or my narrative I have arrived at this,
;- my last cllbrt. My determination to write
- you a history of 1113' troubles is accomplished,
c Not as well as I had hoped, nor am I willing
3 to concede, as ably as I can do it, has the

task been performed. However, I have de-voted myself singly to it, eschewing more
t enticing subjects.
J Our municipal election took place here,1 Tuesday, the 7th inst., resulting in a llcpubElican victory. Even this pleasant theme
s could not deviate 111c from my course. I
B now feel relieved, but far below Poor llicli1ard.
1 Should this be received favorably, at an

lother time I shall write you concerning the
politics, industries, religions, aud other mati'tcrs of this community.a community, allow

1 me to say, especially favored by nature with
5 a salubrious climate, fertile n »il, and beauti

ful scenery, and by man tVitfi good government,and is well worthy of the pride which
1 its citizens feel in it. Hut should I be mor*tified by having this rejected, then vengeance
4 011 the friend who lirst kindled my ambition,
' and though my resources be unequal to the
i lask of writing for the Kita, at least be they

powerful enough to la up coals of lire upon bis
1 truant head.

With much fear I await the result,
Timiii Ai.vin.

<

Prom (h'orRiu.
J n*l Ire.

IAi'dSTA, (iA., April 8, 1871.
T> the E.litm- ../ Il.r X, w Xati-.nal Era :

r Your leaders may feel some interest in rc(
gard to Georgia matters, I therefore send

i the following items :

I We have on the outskirts of this city a
1 large brickyard owned, at present by a man
named Rurkc. In his employ as superintendentis a man named Dennis Ilallahan, who
formerly owned the place. In this county
we have a county court which has jurisdic'lion in both crbninal and civil eases of the
lower grade, and has also entire control of
county ailairs. This court is at present presidedover by Judge Claiborne Knead, by appointmentof the Governor. Judge Sncad

1
was the nominee of the Democratic party at
our last election for State Senator. The Republicansput no candidate of their ow n in the
lleld, but united ou an independent Democraticcandidate to defeat Snead, because of
his having made himself particularly obnoxiousto the party as a member of the House

I of Representatives. Snead was defeated.
,. Soon afterward he was appointed Judge of
j this com I, before w hich almost exclusively

colored are tried. Soon after his appointment,he made a contract with Ilalla-
han, the then owner of the brickyard, to
woik all of the criminals sentenced to the

[ chain-gang in the county, at a stipulated
price, to be paid into the county treasury.
There being much profit to all parties con,cerned in this arrangement, and tb<r larger
the number of convicts the greater the profit,

. the next thing was to get hands. Well,
charges of the most trivial nature were preferredagainst colored people, male and fcimale, ami being carried before the county

c court, they arc. promptly sentenced to the
t chain-gang for six or twelve months and
i sent to brickyard. The wife of a poor but

hardworking and honest man, who, I learn
, was in a state of pregnancy, was sent to this
p place by the Judge aforesaid for some trivial

ollense. For some slight cause the man
' rr _ii \ ji.! i n i_

^ iiuiuuiau gives ims poor ucienscicss woman

c a very severe whipping. This comes to the

y knowledge of her husband, who was naturally
e very much incensed. This came to the ears

y ofllallahan, and lie determines to show that
he is not only boss of the brickyard, but of
the city. On Saturday night April 4th, ho

c took six of the convicts under his charge and
011c of his overseers, a man named Shaw,
marched them unmolested through the city

n to the public market, in which the colored
man had a stall, and then and there Ilallaban,Shaw and the convicts knocked him

0
down and beat him almost to death. They

,
would probably have killed him had not the
clerk of the market stopped them. As soon

l' as the matter became known warrants were

/ taken out for these men and they were car'c
lied before the same judge and on a charge
of l!io/. The parties interested desiring to

|C have the case tried before a higher court, it

>r devolved upon Judge Sncad to iix the apcar*
ancc bond ; and what do you suppose it was

l(| put at for this outrageous violation of law ?
! Why, three hundred dollars. Now, Mr. Edijjtor, this is Georgia justice. The colored
n people arc doing all in their power to have
l(j justice meted out to these Gllians, but have
1 little hope as the judges and juries arc all

(1_ white men, and can't sec very plain when it
jj comes to punishing white men for crimes

against niggers. Under our jury law colored
.. men arc cutillcd to serve. upon juries, but
8* the thing is manipulated so that only occa0

sionally a colored man is drawn, and then
when he conies into the court lie is informed

,y that he has been excused. These plain unvarnishedfacts may go to the world if you
arc a mind to publish them in your paper.

y Yours, truly, Watchman.
'r" From Coorjjia.
lie
(1- Covington, Newton Co., Ga.,

is April 2il; 1874.
c- Tit the Editor of the Xtto National Era:

a Dkak Sib,.Being a lover of right and
|,c justice, and firmly devoted to the best interneest of our Commonwealth, I deem it especineally* expedient to ask those who are opposed
j to evils of all descriptions, and linn adhcasrents to the principles of right and justice,

,,1 who of thein will take care of the immortal
|,c Sumucr's civil rights bill ? Who will cham,j,

piou the negro's cause in our national coun;l8cil ? Will not Mr. Iloar, or Mr. Dawes, or

cd some other of America's bright and illustrilc,ous sons, enter with "gloves oil"" and battle
so manfully for those rights which to-day arc

he denied to our five millions of people ? Why
ho will infernal prejudice keep out of the Senate
no the champion, 1*. B. S. Pinchback? Is il
as- because he is colored, and will surely come
me hot and heavy for civil rights; or is it beledcause ho was not legally elected to his scat't
l." Sir, I am firmly of the opinion that were il
cd not for the damnable prejudice that is in sc

ras many of our public men and somo of oui

ter country's poor trash, Mr. 1'. B. S. Pinchlraet

RATES OF ADVERTISING.
TRAH8IEHT ADVERT18IHQ KATECl

On© lnn*rtion,p«r ftqnaro (1 oo
Rabaoqiient Insertion 76
TIip flnrwn of ton llnr# « .

nil advertising square In 11>Ih paper.Any space Ii-s» than ten lines la charged the ralenf n lull square.
All advertisement* occupying less than a quarterof ucolumn arc computed hy the square.AdverttscinontH Inserted fur a less time thanthree months arc charged transient rat is.

JOB AND BOOK PRINTINC,
In nil its hranehes, done with neatness and dispatch.Orders from nil parts of the country w ill
he promptly attended to.
Our Irleinls In the Southern Slates will find It to

their advantage to give us their orders for cards
handhlllK. etc.. ele.

would lie hoard litis very day in our national
Congress, standing with Iloar, Dawes, Mortonand others, as it were, in the shoes of
the wcll-hclovcd Sunnier, advocating the allinijiorlantquestion.civil rights. Is it not
intolerable that on account of color, our

representatives are kept out of tlieir lawful
calling and thereby great damage brought
u|mhi the country? Mr. Suuiii r is dead,and
shall live millions ot' people have to say that
their cause before tlie nation's council d'cil
with him? I say, God forbid. Is it true
that Mr. Sumner is dead? Yes, all Hint was
mortal of biin lias gone the way of all the
earth, but " Sunnier non mortcus at, sol <iriumin mrmoriam riot." I5ut, sir, although
be lives in memory, yet bis work is done,
aiul sonic one else must "step in his shoes"
or else our cause and common good of humanityis lost evermore. I hope Congress
will bear the demands of over live millions
anil their scores of thousands of friends, by
passing "the Sunnier civil lights Till,"
which I believe our chief, I*. S. Grant will
sign in due time. Although Georgia seems
to be dumb on the question of their rights,
it is not because the people are satis lied
without them ; not at all; hut rather because
they cry, cry, and cry again, and no heed is
paid them. As one representing a popular
sentiment in middle Georgia, I demand, with
the millions who have already demanded, to
pass the bill, and let its enjoy life while we

live. I pray the immortal God of my countryto hasten the day when the motto of our

country snail ,oe: .insure 10 an men irrespectiveof color or previous condition of
servitude. I ho|>c beforeThany days Wendell
l'liilips or some other of the 15a}- State's noblesons will be filling the Hon. Sumner's
place in the championship of right and justice,
especially for that race for whom Sunnier
blctl and died, l.et I'iuchback have his seal
and he will co-operate in lighting for the
right. I.et him have his scat, because it was
given him by the State which, so unanimously,lie represents.
Kind sir, I have writte n Unite earnestly.

If it's worth space in your widely circulated
journal, put it in, if not, use it to light the
gas so you may see better to write, or use it
to wipe your pen when through writing.

I am yours in the right,
A. E. 1'. A 1.1:1:1:1.

rroin V'i\ York.

Xi:\v Yokk, April 1:!, Is71.
T, II,< F.lilnr of th, X.w Solionu! Ira :

Xothing can be more appropriate than the
continued manifestation of genuine love and
gratitude to the great Sumner, expressed
through the columns of the excellent paper
under your control.

While reading the New York Mercantile
Journal, the most able and fair paper of ils
kind in America, published by Wallace 1'.
Groom of this city, I find in its editorial column,the enclosed beautiful tribute which 1 *v
cut out to send you, thinking you might be t
glad to add this to the many testimonials
which arc from week to week finding place
in the columns of your paper.

In reading this article, I was thinking how
a wise man had found a wise way of projectinga great purpose into the hearts and
hands of those who shall follow him, and
that, too, by the expenditure of a comparativelysmall amount of money, sir h as an

noncsi man may conmouie wnii ino consciousnesstlial it was not tainted I>y any
form of oppression in the getting.
Let us all labor, however humble our lot,

for the overthrow of all monopolies, an.l
thus keep on the work, and by the inaugurationof such laws as will no longer leave
open llie door which excites men to avarice.
The ways arc already inaugurated in tinplatformof the Grangers and Labor Reformersfor systems of equal justice to all regardlessof sex or color. Let us, then, all unite*

and strive to give them the force of law in
our nation, that other nations will he compelledto inaugurate and practice the same.

The Labor Reformers arc, and have been
for many years to this end, and first.most
important step now.is for the three sixtyliveconvertible bond system in finance, lookingto the time when eight hours, or even

less, shall he all any toiler need require for
a day's work. We the laboring men, not
the rich bankers and speculators, pledged our

labor and laid down our lives with and for
you in the death struggle, in which your
friend Sumner sounded the trumpet, and won

the orator's plaudit. We now ask the colored
race, whose liberty we laid down our lives
and pledged our labor to secure, to help us

in restoring our liberty, and to break the
financial chains, which in this contest were

fastened not only upon us, but you as well.
So far as the New Nationai. Li:a is concerned,under its present management, we

know wo shall not ask in vain, hut would
impress upon you and upon all that until
this measure of even justice is the law of
the land, there can be no peace or substantialbeginning of the work which shall an-

swcr Mimncr a prayer ior me sui>si.;iuiu>n

of arbitration for war."
Horace II. Day.

turlouH Scene In a lintel.

The Troy Whig of Friday morning relates
the following: "The Hampton colored studentswho gave a concert at Hand's Hall last,
evening stayed at the Mansion House while
in Troy. They arrived there yesterday, late
in the afternoon, and supper was ordered for
them at !> o'clock. A short time before that
hour a committee of the white waitresses at
the hotel called ti|>on landlord Stearns and
informed him that they would not wait upon
the colored boarders under any circumstances.Mr. Stearns knew the troupe to be
comixsed of ladies and gentlemen, and was
bound to take care of them properly while
they were his guests, lie stated the trouble
to a number of his boarders, and in a few
minutes numerous ladic9 aud gentlemen of
the house volunteered to be cooks and wait1era pro tern. They went to work actively,

' and when the clock struck five, the meal
. was ready, aud the colored people were given
a supper quite as good as would have been

' provided had there been no strike. The
troupe had no sooner seated themselves at

- the situation, and at once volunteered to wait
' on the table themselves. They urged the
; ladies aud gentlemen of the house to cease

their kind attention but, as they would not
' do so, the two colored peoplo thuuked their
f whito friends in behalf of the troui>e, for the
; unusual kindness bestowed upon theiu.

/


